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to be found only on May day Eve, and good for Ood 
knows what : They look like the Germinations of ibme 
of your Salts, but in the Fire fliewed no figns thereof 
by crackling $ they are Electrical and Angular, and be- 
ing pounded, the Powder is white. I have teverai Stones 
and Minerals by me, which if I knew were acceptable 
to you, mould be lent forwards j but I would gladly 
firll be allured you are not dif pleated with thefe Trifles 
from 
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IV.. An Account of two Plants lately brought 
from the Cape of Good-hope, communicated 
by Dr. Sloafle, K. 8. $. 

Lderman Charles Chamlerlain having favoured the 
Royal Society to prefent them ( among other 
natural Rarities) with two Branches of Trees and their 
Fruits, brought from the Cafe of Good-hope by Mr. God- 
dard, which being very curious,and are not yet any where 
perfectly defcribed, it was thought fit topublilh their 
Figures and Defcriptions $ and that the rather, becaufe 
the firft of them, has been brought hither far its Beauty 
in Pots, as well as railed in Mvgtatid from the Seed 
brought from the "Cape of Good-hope, where it is called 
the Silver Fine. 

Conifer a falicis fatie, folio t& frtiffu, tomeHto fericeo, 
^andicaate, -vbeluttis, femhte .pemtato. 
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The Silver Pine-Tree. 

HE Twig of this Tree (fee the Fig. Lit. A) hzd 
_ a great many Leaves let round it very clofetoone 
another, To as to hide the Twig its (elf there where 
they grow, each of the largeft of them being about font 
Inches long, and |of an Inch broad in the middle where 
broadeft, from whence they decreale towards both 
Extreams ending in a Point, being like thofe of the 
Ofier Willow, only broader, and all cover'd over with 
the thickeft, fineft, and longeft white illken Hair or 
Down that ever any Plant I remember to have (een 
has. The Cones (Tee the Fig. lit. 5) are of the big- 
nefs of thofe of the Cedars of Lehanon , and of the 
fame fhape the Cutkula or fmall Skin of each Scale, be- 
ing covered over with a white Ihort Down or Wool, fhi~ 
ning alfo like Silk. Between the Scales is lodged the 
$Qod, (fee the Fig. lit. C ) which is almoft as large as 
the Pine*Nut, near the fame fliape, of a dark brown 
Colour, and having a rifmg eminent Line or Belly run- 
ning through the middle of it from end to end. This 
Seed lies in a thin reddifb brown Membrane, which has 
on its top Four Feathers like thole belonging to the 
Seeds of Clematis •-, which being between the Scales, and 
rifmg above them, adds a very great Beauty to the Cone, 
and may likewife fervefor Wings by means of the Wind 
to loofen or carry the Seeds to diftant places, thereby 
propagating its felf. The Seed with its Membrane and 
Wings is well exprefTed in the Fig. lit. D, 

This grows at the Cape of Good- hope, where I am 
aflurered by Mr .fames Pettiver.thatitis planted by the 
Dutch In their Famous Garden, being thought one of its 
greateft Ornaments. 

P The 
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The firft Author I have obferved that ^ems to men- 
tion this is Captain Nicholas Dounton y who (peaking of 
things he obferved by the Cape of Good- hope apudfur- 
chas y lib. ycap. 12. $ 1. p 276. fays, * In divers places 
' fcatteringiy we faw fome Trees of (mall Stature, fome- 
1 what broad topped, bearing a Fruit in bignefs and pro- 

* portion like a Pine-Apple, but the Husk not fb hard 

* and fpungie , the Seed whereof were devoured by 
< the Birds, the Husks remaining on the Trees , the 

* Leaves whereof were in form of our Houfleek in Eng- 
1 land) but not fo thick. 

Mr. Breynius likewife in his firll Century of Exoticfc 
Plants, /^g. 22. mentions a larger fort of Frutex JEthi- 
vpicus Conifer foliis cneori f falici amulus y which perhaps 
may be this. 

Dr. Plucknet in the Third Part of his Phytographia, 
T^.xoo.has figured this under the name oiLeucadendros 
Africana Arbor tot a Argenteajericea foliis integrity Atlas 
Tree D. Herman^ which was the top of one of thefe 
Young Trees which came to Mr, Doody. 

z. Conifer a Alypi folio , feminibm pennatu pluribns in 
medio coni conglomemtis, & non inter fquammas aliorum 
conor urn more nafcentibus ! 

The Branch of this Tree (fee the Fig. lit. E) had a 
brown coloured fmooth Bark with a whitifli hard Wood, 
and finall pith. The Leaves (expre/Ted to their natural 
Bignefs ///. F) were round it without any Order, very 
thick fet, having no Foot-ftalks, being about 2 inches 
and * long, and about f of an inch broad near the far- 
ther end where broadeft, fmooth, hard, and of a bro wn- 
ifh or dirty green colour j on the top of the Branch 
comes the Fruit, (fee the Fig. ///.<?) which is furround- 
cd by three or four Twigs ( fee the Fig. lit, H, /, Ky 
overtopping it, and with their Leaves almoft hiding it. 
It is about Five Inches long, and is made up of many 
Scales hard and red enclofmg one another, the lowermolt 

and 
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and oatwardmoft being very feort, the inwardmoft Four 
Inches long, each of them ending in a Point, fornc Scales 
having on their out-fides a gummy Juice. In the middle 
of thefe Scales were the firft Rudiments of many Seeds, 
the fame not being fully ripe, each of which (fee the 
Fig. lit, L) is let about with a great quantity of * inch 
iong, yellow fine filken Down, (fee the Fig, lit. ^ha- 
ving a two Inches long Stylus or String, (fee the Fig. lit. 
iST) and yellowilh Membranes encloiing the Stylus and 
f omentum y being feathered at top with Feathers for the 
fame purpofes, and like the former. 

I cannot find this mentioned by any Author, unlefs 
it be that ol Breynius in his Appendix to his firft Cen- 
tury, p.zz. F rut ex Africanus, fruticis terrihilis Nar* 
lonenfium folio capitulis oblongis fquamMojts, gathered by 
Wilhelmus fen Rhine, and fent to him from the Cape of 
Good-hope. 



V. The Extra&s of Four Letter r from Mr. John 
Banifter to Dr. Lifter, communicated by him 
to the Publijfher. 

SIR, 

TO do right to the Memory of my Friend Mr. Ba- 
niHer % who indeed was a very Learned and Sa- 
gacious Naturalift ,♦ had lived 14 years at leaft in Virgi- 
ma y and therefore, having employed much of his 
Time that way, was moll likely to have given us a 
very good Natural Hiftory of that place. I under- 
stand after his Death the Government of that place 
took fpecial care of his Papers to feal them up, and 
tranfmit them to my Lord Biftiop of London here, in 

P % whofe 
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